


Homework Policy

Research from the Education Endowment Foundation shows
that the benefits of homework for primary—agea/ children

are relatively small Evidence indicates that short focused
tasks linked o/irec*/y fo current /earning, a/ongsia’e ongoing
retrieval of Inrior /enow/ea’ge, are far more effective for

/ong—*erm memory 7%)0“’! /engﬂ)y OIIOII/y assignmen*s.

Msing this research, here at Garston C of E Primary School

we have Ip/omnea/ our Homework offer fo ensure children are
able 1o embed their /earning as well as have fime fo ery'oy

extra curricular olnlpor*uni*ies.
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Embedding Learning

We believe homework should he{p Iparernts suplpor* their childs education without

sacrificing their need fo rest p/ay, and pursue Ipersom/ inferests.

Tasks should serve a clear purpose n conso/ia/a*ing classroom /earning rather than

being given as c/ai/y busgwor/e.

Dai/y Eeac/ing-’ Practice using wee/e/y reaa’ing scheme books a/ongsic/e a /ibrary choice

bOO/Q 7L0 a’/scuss oma’ exlp/ore new Vocabu/ary 7Loge7%er.

Foundation Skills (Maths & Slpe//ing)i Short regu/ar retrieval Ipmc*ice for basic facts

(like fimes fables and number bonds) o store them in /ong-*erm memory, a/ongsic/e

manageab/e bi—week/y slpe//ing chunks.

Know/ea’ge Organisers & Creative Projec+s~' Msing 7Lolpic fact sheets for s/m/p/e self-

7Les7ting at home, Ip/us olmlional ha/f—?term/y creative Iprojemts N His*ory/ Geogralphy,
Art/DT) 1o build deelper enthusiasm.

Because these activities a’irec*/y feed info classroom /earning, homework is not forma//y

marked; its true /mpac* IS seen in your child's confidence and progress in school

¢




Readlng

Douy reaa/mg IS Hwe smge VV)OS?L IVHPOI'?LOIVHL *hlﬂg ID0IF€V)7LS (of714] GIO 7LO SMPPOI"?L /earnmg ana/
he//ps es*ab//sh a hea/ﬂvy, Screen- {ree beo/ﬁme FOM?LIHQ.

Your child will bring home a book to enjoy at
home. This will be a book selected by them 1o

read for /o/easure, with others.

These are known as our Beloved Books in EYFS
and KSI and '/Qeaa’ing for Pleasure Books in KS2.
These books will be chomgea/ once a week in EYFS
and KSI, and change once comp/e*ed in KS2.

Your child will also bring home a banded reaa//'ng
book. This book is carefu//y matched to their
reaa’ing level focusing on known sounds to he/lp
them build f/uency. Children should read this book
again and again fo he//y build speeo/ and
comprehension of the fext. These books will be

chamgea/ once a Wee/e.

Children in  our UKS2 classes who are
confident and fluent readers will select their

reao/ing books based on their inferests. Due 1o
the /engﬂw of these fexts, children will be
invited 1o select and chamge their fexts once

COVV!P/@?LQG/.




Reading

Ten top tips for reading stories to your child

1 Make reading to your child feel like a treat.
Introduce each new book with excitement.

Make it a special quiet time and cuddle up so both of you can
see the book.

Show curiosity in what youw're going to read:

Oh no! I think Arthur Is going to get even angrier mnow

Read the whaole stony the first time through withouwt stopping

tao mwch. If you think your child might not understand
something, model an explanation:

Oh I think what's happening here is that .

Chat about the story:
I wonder why he did that*

Oh no, § hope she's not going to_

! wouildn't have done that, would gou?
Awoid asking guestions to test what your child rememibsers.
Link stories to your own experiences (e.g. This reminds me of.)

Read favourite stories over and over again.
Get your child to join in with the bits they know.

Read with enthusiasm. Don't be embarrassed to try owt
different woices. Your child will love it

Read with enjoyment.
If you're not enjoying i, your child won't.




Maths

Maths Skills to Practice at Home

Coun*ing & Eecognh‘ion-’ Coum‘ing aloud beyond 20, recognizing written numbers, and accurmte/y coumting Iphysica/
o@'ecfs one—by—one.
Number Bonds 1o 5 & 10: /D/aying games fo slpmt ziuic/e number combinations that make 5 or 10 (e.g_, 3+2 8+

Shapes & Patterns: Spo#ing 2D/3D sha/pes around the home and comtinuing simp/e repeafing Pa#erns (e._q., red-blue-
red-blue).

Key_Stage | Vears | & )

Ealnid Recall Prac*icing number bonds up 1o 10 and 20 until known "by heart' fo free up active H,in/eing space.

Times Tables: Bui/a/ing ﬁuency with the 2. 5, and 10 times fables H;rough quic/e coun*ing games and songs.

Everyday Maths: Te//ing the tfime fo the hour/half-hour, idem‘i@ing coins, and using simln/e measurement words
(/onger, heavier) durin_q everyday activities.

Key Stage 2 (Years 3 10 6)
Times Tables & Division: Masfering all mu/*ilp/ica*ion fables up fo 12 X 12 and their inverse division facts for instant

recall

Practical Life Skills: Reao/mg anaog/ o/:g/*a clocks, ca/cu/mtmg e/a’psed fime, readmg fimetables, and wor/emg with
monei/ chomge a/urmg household chores or s/'wfa/amg.

Mental Calculation: Pmc*icing mpia/ mental addition, subtraction, estimation, and spo*—chec/eing fractions, decimals, or

Percen*ages in rea/—wor/d COVHLGX')LS.

Mﬂ?ths APIDS 'l'O SMF_) 0"7L

| Minute Maths Times Tables Rock Stars Youtube Maths Songg

N e AN
—AJ =

* Subitising
4 Addition
. Subtraction

X Multiplication TIMES
e Division TABLE




Foundational
Knowledge

Su/olnor*ing your child's /earning at home is most effective when focused on securing
foundational /enow/ea’ge, the core facts, vocabu/ary, and concelmts that unlock a’eeper
undersvtanc/ing across the curriculum. Rather than in*roc/ucing new or com,g/ex fopics, home
ractice works best when it relies on ‘retfrieval practice, which means actively pullin
P P Yy pYiing
reviously learned information out of memory 1o make those connections stronger and longer-
P Y Y 9 9
/asv‘ing.
lo make this easy and accessible, dedicated /enow/ea/ge booklets are available for Key Sfage |
(KSI), Lower Ke_lj S*age 2 (LKS2), and Mlplper Ke_(j S?Lage 2 (UKS2). These booklets outline the
s,oecific, age—approlprimte facts and essential /eey ferms your child is covering in school Should
you wish fo do extra retrieval Pram‘ice at home, these s*age—specific resources Provic/e quic/e
fire quesfions, Inromlo*s, and simp/e activities o he/,u you easi/y quiz and su/p/porf your child and
so/idify their core /enow/ea/ge n -/'us7t a few minutes a a/ay.

Use of Technology

Children in KS2 will also have access to a
Cemtury account This will allow them fo

access  foundational /enow/ea/ge lomcfice
LA *hrough a a’ighta/ device.
e Children in Eece/m[ion and KSI will [oring

home OR codes for our Read Write Inc
online Ioorfa/. This will allw children +o

Prmtice reaa’ing and wrifing skills at home.

( ReadjWrite Inc.}




Bi—Wee/e/H _Slpe//ing Lists

Shared at the start of each term, these lists suplnomL bi—wee/e/y checks based on the rules *augH in class and
National Curriculum words.

o Focus on Rules: Children learn slue//ing PaHerns rather than ]usf memorising random words.

. Alpln/y Learningf Practice alpp/ying the rule 1o other words o build true undersfanding.
o Little & Often: Break lists into short dai/y chunks 1o avoid overload

Pmc*icin_q at Home

Dai/_tj Chunks: Break the list down info 2=3 words a o/ay.

Look, Cover, Write, Check: Look at the word, cover it, write it. and check it

AFPIH the Rule: Ask your child 1o slumL other words that use the same spe//ing InaHern.
Fun Methods: Use rainbow wrh‘ing, letter files, or write senfences using the words.




Handwriting

Regu/ar hana/wri‘fing Ipmc‘fice at home can
ensure children build stamina for Wrifing.
Children should a/ways be SMP/DOI"?LQOI fo
form letters from correct s+ar7ting Poim‘s
and use calphta/ letters correc%/y. This allows
them to aloln/y these skills across the
curriculum.

Children work fowards _Joining letters from
Year 3 onwards in the s*y/e shown below.

Welcome back to Letter \/Maqe. At
St«:uje 3, chiddren learn the hill
and bmd,ge joins




Topic Learning

Know/edge Organisers
Ko ways that nutrients and At the start of each half ferm, children will be shared a
water are transported within the

human body Know/edge Organiser for their current 7Lolnic.

o These hano/y guia/es set out the core facts, essential
vocabu/ary, and /eey concelmls your child will be

Know the impact of diet, exercise, Know the names and i /earnmg across 7%6”" ‘FOMHO/&?LIOH SM@/QC*S.
drugs and lifestyle on the healthy functions of the "%
functions of the human body. main parts of the

human

circulatory system
(heart, blood vessels
and blood).

. Know/edge Organisers are shared so you can easi/y

see what your child is s*udying in class and sululuor+

them with simlp/e se/f—*es?ting, quizzing, and
o/iscussing /eey vocabu/ary +oge7%er.

/'/a/f—Term/y Foundation Leo/rning &9’@

To a/eepen childrens interest and enthusiasm for *opic /earning in foundation Make a tudor house.
su@'ec?‘s (such as Science, Hisfory, &eograph_tj, and Art/DT), we offer half-

ferm/_(j cremtive home Fr(}/eC'ILS.

Each half ferm, children will be given fwo prc_w/ec?t opﬁons fo choose from,

a//owing them 1o Pic/e the ac*ivi*y that inslpires them most

Comp/e?‘ed Prcjecfs ShOM/d be brougﬁnt iH?LO SChOO/ mqer *he ha/f—?‘erm
brea/e.

Wh//e 7%682 Frtjec*s are VlO'?L forma//_tj mar/eed, *Lle_(j are prouo//y d/sp/ayea/ in

SChOO/ as lDOH"?L 07( an end—of—ha/ﬁ*erm ce/ebrmtion evemt 7L0 share OIHd

ce/ebrmte ever_tjone's hard WOF/Q.




# eac/mna/everychi/a/
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