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Intent:

The English language has one of the richest vocabularies in the world. Over the last 1000 years,
the English language has inherited and assimilated many words from other languages: Latin,
French, Greek and German. Many aspects of the spellings of these words have created the
most complex alphabetic language in the world.

English has many ways of writing each sound. For example, in English, we write the sound ‘ay’ at
least eight ways: play, rain, make, eight, straight, reign, rein and break. This means the
alphabetic code is very complex and takes a long time to learn. The process of learning to spell
is cumulative for most children and most children need explicit, systematic teaching that is
continually practised and reinforced, until spelling knowledge is committed to children’s long
term memory.

The Read Write Inc. Spelling programme provides structured, systematic teaching and this is why
we have chosen this scheme in our approach to the discrete teaching of spelling.

The intention of our chosen spelling programme is as follows:

■ To enable us to meet the spelling expectations of the National Curriculum 2014
■ To raise standards in spelling, enabling pupils to spell new words correctly and have

plenty of practice in spelling them, including exception words and homophones.
■ To provide consistency and progression in the teaching of spelling
■ To spell words as accurately as possible using their phonic knowledge and other

knowledge of spelling, such as morphology [the study of the form of words] and
etymology [the study of the origins and the development of words].

■ To support children in understanding and applying the concepts of word structure
■ To spell words that they have not yet been taught by using what they have learnt about

how spelling works in English.

Implementation:



At Shoreside Primary School, we have adopted the RWI Spelling programme as our approach to
the teaching of spelling. RWI Spelling is an interactive programme, which teaches spellings in a
fun and engaging way. Each unit is introduced with a short video. It helps children to learn
spellings with common patterns and uses rules in order to help them recall spellings, as well as
teaching exceptions to these rules.

Individual workbooks allow children to practise their spellings and the teaching naturally follows
on from the ‘Spell Review’ part of the RWI phonics programme, which is taught as soon as the
children start in Reception. Therefore, the children are already proficient at using dots (for
individual sounds) and dashes (for special friends/digraphs) and prefixes and suffixes can be
added to root words to help them to spell with greater accuracy, understanding and
confidence.

Children in Reception and Year 1 will take part in a daily spelling session as part of their daily RWI
lesson. They will learn to spell decodable words (green words) using ‘fred fingers’, as well as the
spellings of the required common exception words (red words) for their year group.

As children progress into Years 2 to Year 6, they will have daily spelling sessions. These are
important in helping them to practise the spellings they need to learn from each unit. Each unit
explains the rules, and gives handy tips and rhymes for remembering these. During the week, the
children will log the spellings they found tricky. At the beginning of the next unit, children carry
out ‘speed spell’, which will assess their ability to spell words with the previous week’s spelling
pattern correctly. Again, they will log any words that were misspelt from this activity. Log books
give children ownership of their spellings and allow for further consolidation in other subjects and
lessons.

The weekly spelling timetable is as follows:



The weekly timetable means that children progress through the programme, and less time is
spent on explaining the activities. Children are taught as a whole class for 15 minutes per day.

As part of the programme, Red and Orange words are referred to and taught discretely. Red
words are the common exception words for Y1 and Y2 as listed in the National Curriculum in
England, plus some high frequency words with unusual spellings. Orange words include all the
words on the National Curriculum word lists for Years 3 and 4 and Years 5 and 6.

The Practice Books advocate dictionary challenges and dictionaries are available in each
classroom. Years 5 and 6 also have thesauruses available to support the spelling of synonyms
and antonyms.

Key vocabulary and technical language from subjects across the curriculum are displayed on
working walls in classes to aid subject-specific spellings.

Impact:

Pupils are formatively and summatively assessed in their writing (and spelling) at specific points
throughout the year. Summative assessments, known as ‘practice tests’ are carried out three
times per year to track progress and measure impact of the spelling programme. Impact of this
data also dictates whether intervention groups are required for specific pupils in spelling.
Consolidation sessions are also planned for, and provided, for common misconceptions.


